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Distinguished guests, elders, leaders, mothers, fathers, young people, and fellow citizens, 

As we reflect on the meaning of national independence, we must ask ourselves a difficult 

but necessary question: what is the value of independence if our women, girls, and 

young ladies remain economically dependent, socially vulnerable, undertrained, 

underprotected, and excluded from the full promise of the nation? 

Independence is not only the raising of a flag. 

Independence is not only the singing of an anthem. 

Independence is not only the memory of a date in history. 

True independence is the ability of a people to stand with dignity, to build with their own 

hands, to think with their own minds, to feed their families, to protect their communities, 

and to shape their future without fear, shame, or dependency. 

And no nation can claim to be truly independent while its women are left behind. 

A nation that fails its women fails its future. 

When a girl is denied education, the nation loses a mind. 

When a young woman is denied skills, the nation loses productivity. 

When a mother is denied protection, the family loses stability. 

When women are denied economic opportunity, the entire society remains trapped in 

poverty. 

This is not only a women’s issue. 

This is a national development issue. 

This is an economic issue. 

This is a moral issue. 

This is a security issue. 

This is a future-of-the-nation issue. 

For too long, women have been praised in speeches but abandoned in policy. They have 

been celebrated as mothers of the nation, yet denied the tools to fully participate in 

building that nation. They have been called strong, resilient, and virtuous, yet too often left 

without training, mentorship, access to capital, protection, markets, land, technology, or 

dignified work. 
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We must move beyond symbolic praise. 

The time has come to give our ladies, girls, and women real access to training, mentorship, 

protection, and economic empowerment. When we do this, they will not only survive — 

they will build. They will build trades. They will build businesses. They will build families 

with dignity. They will build communities. They will build a stronger national economy. 

Empowerment must mean education. 

Every girl must have access to quality education, not as a favour, but as a right and a 

national investment. An educated girl becomes a woman who can read contracts, 

understand health information, manage resources, raise informed children, participate in 

civic life, and resist manipulation. 

Education is not merely about passing examinations. It is about awakening the mind. It is 

about critical thinking. It is about confidence. It is about self-worth. It is about giving young 

women the ability to make informed choices about their bodies, their future, their finances, 

their relationships, and their contribution to society. 

But education alone is not enough. 

Empowerment must mean skills. 

We must train women and girls in real, practical, marketable skills. Tailoring, agriculture, 

food processing, digital technology, coding, health care support, beauty and wellness, 

renewable energy, construction support services, accounting, entrepreneurship, crafts, 

hospitality, media, communication, naturopathic wellness, community health, and many 

other trades. 

A young woman with a skill is no longer waiting helplessly for rescue. She becomes a 

producer. She becomes a contributor. She becomes a builder. She becomes someone 

who can negotiate her future with confidence. 

Skills give dignity to the hands. 

Skills give confidence to the mind. 

Skills give protection against exploitation. 

Skills give families a foundation. 

We must create training centres in cities, towns, and villages. We must connect training to 

markets. We must ensure that after a woman learns a trade, she has access to tools, 

mentorship, cooperative networks, savings groups, business registration support, and 

small enterprise financing. 

Training without opportunity becomes frustration. 

Opportunity without protection becomes exploitation. 

Protection without economic freedom becomes dependency. 

That is why empowerment must also mean dignity. 

Dignity means that no woman should be forced into humiliation because poverty has 

closed every door. Dignity means a girl should not have to trade her body for school fees, 

food, transport, rent, employment, or protection. Dignity means women must be safe in 

schools, workplaces, markets, homes, public spaces, and institutions. 

A society that exposes women to abuse and then judges them for surviving has lost its 

moral compass. 
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We must protect women from violence, harassment, trafficking, exploitation, early 

marriage, economic abuse, and social abandonment. Protection is not weakness. 

Protection is justice. 

But dignity also means respecting women’s choices. 

Some women desire careers. 

Some desire entrepreneurship. 

Some desire family life. 

Some desire leadership. 

Some desire community service. 

Some desire all of these. 

A truly empowered society does not mock women for choosing family, nor does it punish 

them for choosing ambition. It creates conditions where women can build the life they 

desire with dignity, safety, knowledge, and economic strength. 

And finally, empowerment must mean real economic freedom. 

Economic freedom is not a slogan. It means access to money, land, markets, training, 

technology, bank accounts, credit, legal protection, property rights, fair wages, and 

business opportunities. 

A woman earning a respectable salary can feed her children without begging. 

A woman with a trade can leave an abusive situation. 

A woman with savings can plan her future. 

A woman with economic confidence can participate in national life. 

A woman with dignity raises children who understand dignity. 

When women rise economically, families rise. 

When families rise, communities rise. 

When communities rise, the nation rises. 

Therefore, our national independence discussion must become practical. 

We must ask: 

Where are the vocational centres for our girls? 

Where are the mentorship networks for young women? 

Where are the women’s cooperatives? 

Where are the safe shelters? 

Where are the community protection systems? 

Where are the business grants? 

Where are the agricultural programmes for women? 

Where are the digital skills academies? 

Where are the markets for women’s products? 

Where are the laws that are enforced, not only written? 

Where are the leaders willing to invest in women beyond campaign promises? 

If we are serious about national renewal, then we must build a national women’s 

empowerment agenda rooted in five pillars: 
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Education. Skills. Protection. Mentorship. Economic freedom. 

Every district should have a women’s training and enterprise centre. 

Every school should teach girls confidence, health, financial literacy, and practical life skills. 

Every community should protect girls from exploitation. 

Every successful woman should mentor younger women. 

Every government and private institution should invest in women-led enterprise. 

Every family should understand that educating a girl is not a loss; it is one of the greatest 

investments a nation can make. 

We must stop treating women’s empowerment as decoration for international speeches. It 

must become a national development strategy. 

Let us be clear: we do not empower women by pitying them. We empower women by 

equipping them. 

Give them education. 

Give them training. 

Give them mentorship. 

Give them protection. 

Give them tools. 

Give them access to finance. 

Give them safe institutions. 

Give them fair opportunities. 

Give them respect. 

And they will build. 

They will build trades. 

They will build businesses. 

They will build homes. 

They will build communities. 

They will build peace. 

They will build the future. 

As we celebrate independence, let us remember that the strength of a nation is not 

measured only by its minerals, its army, its speeches, or its political ceremonies. It is 

measured by the dignity of its people, and especially by how it treats its women and girls. 

A nation that fails its women fails its future. 

So let this be our declaration: 

Empowerment must mean education. 

Empowerment must mean skills. 

Empowerment must mean dignity. 

Empowerment must mean protection. 

Empowerment must mean real economic freedom. 

And if we are bold enough to act on this truth, then independence will no longer be only 

something we remember. 

It will become something we build. 

Together, we rise.   


